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THOSE WHO STAY IN LIMBO: BALKAN IMMIGRANTS
OF BURSA AND ITS ENVIRONS

N30CTABEHUTE: BAJIKAHCKUTE UMUIPAHTH OT BYPCA U
OKOJIHOCTUTE 1

B HacrosmIoTO M3CNEaBaHE, CIET KPAThK HCTOPUIECKH EKCKYPC, IIOCBETEH Ha epekra
OT pycKaTa MaHCJIABUCTKA MOJUTHKA U HAIMOHAJHUTE ABMKEHUA Ha bankaHurte, aBTOPBHT
ChCpENOTOYaBa BHUMAHUETO CU BbPXY 3aceiBaHeTo Ha bypca u mpunexamust i pailoH ot
npeceHUny oT bamkanute. B3eTn ca mpeBrT B3aUMOOTHOIIICHHATA MEX Ty HCTOpHOrpadusTa
Y HaIlMOHATHATA U/ICONOT sl TIPH (POPMUPAHETO Ha HAIIMOHATIHATA HICHTHYHOCT. M3cienBaneTo
€ OCHOBAHO Ha canHamema 1 ApYru JOKyMEHTH OT OCMaHCKUTE apXHUBH.

MurpanroHHY IBIKECHUS B PE3Y/ITaT Ha pycKaTa IMITEPCKa IMOUTHKA Ce HaOIomaBatr
ome npe3 XVIII B. HannonanHuuTe NBUKEHUS HA €THUYECKH MajluuHCTBa B OcMaHcKaTa
uMIIepus ce moaabppxKar ot BennkoOpuranus, @pannus u Pycus. B 1031 KOHTEKCT HEOO-
XOAMMOCTTA J1a CTAHEII MHO3UHCTBO B OIPEAEIICH PaiioH, 3a Ja Ch3aeIl CBOS AbpKaBa, BOIU
J10 TIPEXBBPISTHETO, JOPU HACUJIa, HA TPYIIU HACEJIEHUE OT €IHO MACTO Ha PYTO.

Cnen Pycko-Typckara BotiHa ot 1877—1878 1. emHa Benmka GankaHCKa MUTpaIis 3a1i0uBa
IO ITOCOKA Ha OCMaHCKHTE Teputopud B AHamona. O01mo 3a mepuona 1829—1914 r. onenkure
ca3a 5 mo 7 MmuinoHa OeXXaHIM, 32 KOUTO OCMaHCKaTa JIbpKaBa U3BBPIIBA HCOOXOAUMHTE
WHCTUTYIIUOHATTHY CTHITKH BHIIPEKH 00XBaHAJATA s MOJUTHYCCKA 1 MKOHOMUYecka Kpr3a. Ha
5 snyapu 1860 . mpobiemuTe Ha UMUTPAaHTHTE ca pexBbpiieHr Ha Muhacirun Komisyonu,
copMupaHa OT OCMaHCKOTO IPABUTEIICTBO, 32 Ja TOCPEITHE HYXKIUTE HAa MIOCIOITMaHCKHUTE
Oexxancku BeHE 0T KpuM 1 KaBkas. HacT ot Te3u OexaHmu ca 3aceneHu or Komucusra B
paiiona Ha bypca, KoeTo 1aBa OCHOBaHUE Ha TypLUUTE U JHEC 1a HapuyaT bypca ,,AMUrpanTcku
kazaH”. bexxanuure B bypca, kouto ca ocHoBHO 0T Pymenus u Kpum, ca HacTaHEeHH IIIaBHO B
cabo 3acesieHu KBapTayy Ha rpaga. Ciel| 3arrplIBaHeTo Ha MpaICKUTE KBAPTaJIH ca Ch3/aICHA
Y HOBM Ha 3amaj OT rpaja..

Usnpassiiiku ce mpes mpodiieMa ¢ UMUTPAHTUTE, OCMAaHCKaTa aIMUHUCTPAIHS W3-
BBPIIBa HEOOXOMUMHTE MHCTUTYLIMOHAIHY IpoMeHH 1 perynaiyi. Muhacirun Komisyonu
ce cTapae /1a ISUCTBa CUCTEMAaTUYHO B YCIOBUSITA Ha KPU3a, HO P IPUJIaraHeTo Ha PELICHUSITA
CH cpelna mpoOieMu, TPOU3THYAIN OT HEJOCTaThYHATa MH(OpPMAIW W HEJOCTHra Ha
pecypcH.

KurouoBu nymu: bypca, umurpantu ot bankanure, Muhacirun Komisyonu.
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When nationality is put under discussion, the creation of “Other” has a practical
benefit and ideological function in building the identities of persons and groups
(Neuburger 1997: 18; Tekeli 1998: 86)!'. This state has been reflected into
historiography as well. For example, the events in Bulgaria between 1875 and 1878
were named by the Ottoman historians “Bulgarian Revolt” and by the Bulgarian
historians — “struggle for independence and self-proclamation™.

In the present study, the relationship between historiography and nation-state
ideology and its function in creating national identity are always going to be taken
into consideration. In the study, primarily, a brief historical background is going to be
given about the effect of Russia’s Pan-Slavic policies on the national movements in
the Balkans. Moreover, I would like to discuss the settlement procedure of the Balkan
immigrants to Bursa and its environs. Then I’'m going to focus on the immigrants’
settlement problems in Bursa and its environs based on Salnames and documents
from the PM Ottoman Archives.

Migration movements resulting from Russia’s imperialist policies were observed
even in the 18" century. Catherine II (the Great) (1762—1796) believed that in order
Russia to become a more powerful state, it was necessary to capture Crimea, to
have a port at the Black Sea coast, and even to capture the Straits. With Russia’s
passing to the Mediterranean via the Baltic Sea also with the help of the British in the
1768—1774 Ottoman-Russian wars, revolts were observed in Karadad, Mora and
Crete, and some Agean Islands. After the Cesme incident, they threatened the
Dardanelles Strait (Eren 1966: 29-33; Aghatabay 2007: 35).

The national movements of the minorities within the Ottoman State were
supported by England, France and Russia (Babug 2006: 37; Ipek 1994). Within this
framework, the necessity of being the majority in a place, which is the fundamental
element of establishing a state, led to the relocation of different groups present in a
population by force (Ipek 1994: 15). At the beginning of the 19" century, the revolts
beginning firstly in Serbia and Mora, resulted in Greece’s gaining independence in
1829, and with the 1878 Berlin Treaty, Rumania, Serbia and Karadap’s gaining
independence and the appearance of the Bulgarian Principality (Altup 1991: 109;
McCharty: 14)°.

Following the 1877—1878 Ottoman-Russian War, a population movement called
Great Balkan Migration started towards the lands of the Ottoman Empire in Anatolia
(Tekeli 2008: 151). The occupation of the banks of the Danube and Dobruja by the
Russian army after the crossing of the Danube in July 1877, and the expansion of the
Russian invasion to the south led the Bulgarians to rebel as well. The Russian advance
led the Muslims to panic and move to the south (Simsir 1968: 152). In this process,
the number of the immigrants crowding between Edirne and Istanbul in March 1878
reached 300 000 (Ipek 1994: 10).

In the 1829-1914 process, it is estimated that the total number of immigrants
were between 5-7 millions. The Ottoman State was able to make the necessary
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institutional regulations for the settlement of the immigrants despite the political and
economic crisis it was in (Karpat 1996: 87).

Works of Muhacirun Komisyonu, Settlement of Immigrants in Bursa
and its Environs

Migration and immigrant affairs had been carried out by the Municipality of
Istanbul until 1860. However, later, since migrations became intense and it became
impossible to meet needs, it was decided to establish a special commission. On 5% of
January 1860, this duty was transferred to the Muhacirun Komisyonu (Kasaba 2005:
164). The Muhacirun Komisyonu was established by the Ottoman government with
the expectation to meet the needs of Muslim immigrant waves coming from Crimea
and the Caucasus and to find solutions to the settlement problems of the immigrants
(Cuthell 2005: 84). The functions of the commission were to put immigrants up, to
determine settlement areas, to transport immigrants to these areas, to meet their land
and residence needs, to provide immigrants not having produced any crops yet in the
areas they had been settled with wages and other kinds of aids, to give winter wood,
and to distribute aids given by the public and provided by the treasury. The first
president of the commission was Haf>z Pasha, the governor of Trabzon. During the
migrations in 1864, for the Sinop, Sivas, Amasya-Canik, Ankara, Hedavendigar,
Kocaeli, Kastamonu and Bolu sanjaks, six new functionaries charged with immigrants’
affairs were appointed (Karpat 1996: 88).

Some of those having migrated to Anatolia were settled by the Muhacirun
Komisyonu in Bursa and its environs so much so that the Turkish saying “Bursa is an
immigrant pot” is still in use today.

As it was during the Russian war of 1877—-1878, besides great immigration
waves, migration continued in small groups*. About the migrations to Bursa, especially
the salname dated 1889 provides detailed information (Salnamesi 1886: 79—80).

Number of Those Migrating to Bursa and the Neighbourhoods They
Settled (SalnBmesi 1889: 77)°

PLACE PLACE THEY | HOUSEHOLD | NUMBER
THEY WERE SETTLED

CAME

FROM

Rumelia Ruscuk Quarter 61 232
Rumelia Selimiye Quarter 202 703
Rumelia Vidin Quarter 49 161
Rumelia Timurtag Quarter 61 234
Rumelia Deveciler Quarter 37 143
Rumelia Kanberler Quarter 19 62
Rumelia Cuma-i Cedid Quarter 40 190
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Batum and | Yildirim Quarter 110 385
Rumelia
Tatar Mecidiye Quarter 100 443
Tatar Hidirlik, Yeni Késtence Quarter 97 321
Tatar Vak fiye Quarter 84 325
Tatar Molla Arap Quarter 102 414
Tatar Namazgah Quarter 60 255
Tatar Thsaniye Quarter 17 72
Tatar Alacahrka Quarter 15 65
Settled individually in Bursa 11.104
TOTAL 15.109

The information given in the table above about the immigrants coming to the
city provides important clues in understanding the reflection of migrations to the
place. To Bursa were settled the persons coming especially from Rumelia and Crimea.
They were settled primarily in the quarters which were relatively solitary in the city
such as Yildirim, Molla Arap and Namazgah. Today in these quarters, the mentioned
groups are still continuing to live intensively. Moreover, new immigrant quarters such
as Cirpan, Rusguk and Intizam were established (Esin 1999: 14). After the quarters
in the city had become full, the quarters like Ihsaniye and Fethiye to the west of the
city were established and those having come were settled in these places. These
quarters were connected to the city via the Acemler-Karacabey Road opened in the
Governor Celaleddin Pasa period (1891-1897).

To Yildirim, one of the old quarters of the city, were settled Rumelian
immigrants and Georgians (Ziya 1328: 39)°. In the city, for the immigrants, new
quarters like Hoca Hasan, intizam, Ruscuk and Cirpan were established.

Bursa city administration was obliged to meet the basic needs of this new
population of approximately 20 000 such as food and clothes and to provide them
with tents and permanent residences (Bursa Gazetesi 136: Number 136, 22 Safer
1311 /4" September 1893/, p. 3).

From the very beginning, the Ottoman administration did its best within the
frame of the resources at hand not to treat the immigrants coming to Anatolia unjustly
(BOA: File Number: 210, Jacket Number: 59, 21 Receb 1277 /2 February 1861/).
However, most of the time, there was indefiniteness about the end of the immigrants
sent to the mentioned places for settlement (BOAG: File Number: 7, Jacket Number:
45, 30 Zilkade 1306 /28 July 1889/).

Although the Ottoman administration provided immigrants with land to build
houses in suitable places and even necessary seeds to cultivate, the most important
problem faced was the becoming of immigrants stable where they had been settled
(Bursa Gazetesi 137: Number: 137, 29 Safer 1311, p. 4).
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The reason for this behaviour was their unwillingness to separate people from
their relatives and fellow countrymen and most of the time their being obliged to live
in poverty (“hungry and homeless”) and the difficult conditions in places they had
been sent (BOAa: File Number: 469, Jacket Number: 63, 22 Cumaziye’l-Evvel 1277
/6 December 1860/).

Besides the problems they brought, immigrants started to show their information,
skill and mastery in a short period of time in the city they had come from. For
example, immigrants coming from Rumelia achieved to develop car production and
transportation with cars in the city (Ziya 1328: 16-17).

Facing migrations, the Ottoman administration realized the necessary institu-
tional regulations, wanted to put decisions it had made into effect in a coordination,
established the Muhacirun Komisyonu whose only duty was to deal with the immigrant
problem, tried to act systematically before crisis, but encountered problems in imple-
mentation due to insufficient information, data and resources.

NOTES

! For cultural, intellectual and later political effects of the French Revolution on the
Balkan Peninsula, see Hall 2000: 2—15.

2 For about this attitude, see Crampton 2005.

3 For the Bulgarian Problem, see Inalcik 1992; Todorova 2009; Boyar 2007: 75.

4 For example, in 1861, from Crimean immigrants, 109 households composed of a total
of 580 people were sent to the Bursa Governorship to settle in Bursa Sanjak and villages
(BOA: File Number: 192, Jacket No: 78, 05 Safer 1277 /23 August 1860/).

5 On the same date, in villages of Bursa like Fethiye, Niliifer and Gegit, too, 4130 people
were settled (932 households). Source: Salname 1889: 77.

¢ Within the present population component of Y1ldirim Neighborhood, too, immigrants
from Greece and Bulgaria occupy an important place.
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