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GEOGRAPHICAL RENAMING IN BULGARIA 1878-2014. FACTS 
AND PROBLEMS 

Abstract: The dictionary Geographical Renaming in Bulgaria 1878-2014, 
published by the Bulgarian Encyclopaedia Scientific Information Centre of the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, TRUD Publishing House, 2015, is a first at­
tempt to collect all renamed places in Bulgaria in one volume. The dictionary 
contains 415 6 toponyms along with comparisons, explanations and comments. 

The geographical naming conventions, renaming and name restoration in 
Bulgaria remain problematic. The selection oftoponyms, the renaming criteria 
that the commissions of the municipal councils use, as well as the composition 
of said commissions, all warrant criticism. In addition, the process of communi­
cating the new toponyms to the administrations and the general public, of adopt­
ing the toponyms and controlling their usage is less than perfect. 

Furthermore, this article raises the issue of the lack of a consistent policy on 
the part of authorities, namely, the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre Agency 
of the Ministry ofRegional Development and Public Works. 
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Oru;e B cpe)];aTa Ha 20-TH BeK, rro w.n;eH Ha aKa.n;. Bn. reoprweB e 
Cb3,D;a.n;eHa CJI)')K6a ,,01,nrapcKa eHIJ;HKJIOIIe,D;HH" (.n;Hec HayqHOHHq>Op­
Ma.QH0HeH .QeHThp ,,01,nrapcKa eH.QHKJIOIIe,D;HH") KbM BAH, 3a .n;a H3pa-
6orna eH.QHKJI0rre.n;wqHlf H3,D;aHHH Ha 61,nrapCKH e3HK, C KBaJIHq>H.QHpaHH 
61,nrapCKH aBT0pH If pe.n;aKT0pH. E.n;Ha OT .QeJIHTe e If OTCTpaHHBaHeT0 Ha 
HaTpyrrnaHH C BpeMeT0 rpeIIIKH 3a 61,nrapcKH o6eKTH BbB cpaKTOJIOrHHTa, 
KaKT0 If 1f3qlfCTBaHeT0 Ha TaKHBa, rrpHBHeCeHH rrpH rrpeB0,D;HTe OT ~)];If 

H3,D;aHHH. 3a II0CTHraHeT0 Ha Te3H .QeJIH ce CbCTaBHT HHK0JIK0 crre.QHaJIH-
3HpaHH pe.n;aK.QHH KaTo ,,E3HKOBa", ,,KoHTponHa", ,,CnoBHHK", ocBeH 
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